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India Discovery Fair 
*** 

The fall India Discovery Fair is our big-

gest event every year. People come 

from all over the Greater Seattle Re-

gion including our supporters, their 

neighbors, and a number of Indian 

heritage families. We’ve been putting 

these together for the past couple of 

years, but each year we grow. Our fall 

event is one of the most successful, 

this year having well over a hundred 

attending. 

I had the pleasure of joining our event 

this year. As I walked through the 

doors of the church, I checked in, 

claimed my table number, and headed 

inside. With a name like ‘India Discov-

ery Fair,’ you’d expect something 

grand and imposing, but the whole 

environment was laid back. Despite 

the fundraiser aspect to the night, 

there was no pressure as I perused 

through the different booths 

and read about the diverse 

parts of our ministry in India. 

The people there were friendly 

and talkative without being 

pushy, and that’s more than I 

can say for the fairs in my home 

state.  

The booths themselves were 

interesting, filled with pictures 

from India, written accounts of 

transformation, and the furni-

ture and student uniforms from 

the schools Global Helps Net-

work supports. Another show-

cased a treadle sewing machine 

identical to the ones employed 

in GHN’s tailoring schools in ru-

ral India. There were also little 

stuffed toy elephants sewn by 

the women in India and hand-

finished here by volunteers. 

Global Helps gifts the elephants 

for supporting the work in India, 

along with a photo-plaque de-

tailing the story of the women 

who graduated from the village 

tailoring schools. There were 

two other booths. One showed 

off the quarter-scale bio-sand 

water filter that drew so much 

attention during Missions Fest 

Seattle. The model was put together 

with plexiglass, instead of the con-

crete used in the full-scale version, 

so that you could look inside and see 

how it worked. The last table held 

nick-knacks and a few nicer items all 

up for barter in traditional Indian 

style. 

 

“The fall India Discovery Fair 

is our biggest event every 

year. People come from all 

over the Greater Seattle Re-

gion including our supporters, 

their neighbors, and a number 

of Indian heritage families.” 
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We all sat down for a dinner of hot 

curry rice, curry chicken, and curried 

chickpeas followed by a smooth cup of 

quality chia tea. Not bad for a free din-

ner, not bad at all. After the dinner, 

there was a dessert dash auction. Slips 

of paper were placed on our tables in 

an envelope, and each person would 

write their table number, seat num-

ber, and an amount they would like to 

donate, if any, and place their slip 

back into the envelope. A volunteer 

came and collected them, totaled up 

each envelope, and the winner had 

first pick of the desserts (and these 

were first-class desserts: pies, cakes, 

cobblers, and the like). From most do-

nated to least, each table claimed 

their pick until only a blueberry crum-

ble was left for the last place winners. 

It was all in good fun and a creative 

way of raising funds for the or-

ganization, not that I minded 

with the free dinner before-

hand.  

Then, to cap off our time to-

gether, Mic McDaniel got up to 

speak, acknowledging our past 

MC who had passed away, and 

talking about the stories of 

transformation that had 

launched him into ministry. He 

made a video call to one of our 

partners in India, and we were 

able to hear some live updates 

on the on-going clean water 

project. The video call was 

probably the most memorable 

part of the night, and the stories 

he told of transformation, in our 

tailoring schools, clean water 

projects, and for the Kingdom of 

Christ, still sit with me. All in all, 

an event worth attending. See you 

next year!  

“The video call was prob-

ably the most memorable 

part of the night, and the 

stories he told of trans-

formation, in our tailor-

ing schools, clean water 

projects, and for the 

Kingdom of Christ, still 

sit with me.” 


