Micro-Finance
Ieasha hobbled home after another long day harvesting maize

as a migrant farm worker. Night
had set in long ago, and the cold
mountain air sent a chill through
her thin dress. She rounded a
bend in the road and came to
the small, one-room shack she
called home. One of the nanny
goats bleated a greeting. Stopping a moment, she stood a few
feet from the scrap-board fence
and studied the two stark white

forms inside. The moonlight caught at their coats,
so it looked as if they
glowed with ghostly light.
She stopped and looked for
the bulge that indicated
how far along they were.
She smiled; not long now
and, they would both give
birth to kids. Tomorrow she
would let them wander a
bit, under her close
supervision of
course, and
graze around
the house. The
best part about
owning goats
was that they
required very
little upkeep.
Each nanny
could give birth
to up to four or more a
year which they could then
sell or raise for their meat.
She glanced down at her
emaciated form and

thought how welcome goat
meat would be to her family’s
“Each nanny could give
birth to up to four or more a
year which they could then
sell or raise for their meat.”

meager diet. As she stood
watching, her two youngest
raced past her, their hard work
day momentarily forgotten,
and scrambled over the fence
to embrace the little animals.

Ieasha couldn’t help but smile
as the goats took this treatment
without complaint, but she was
pulled out of her thoughts
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when she walked closer to
the pen. Was that a brand
new hole in the far corner?
She turned an accusing glare
at the largest nanny goat.

“The food they would
provide over the coming
years would be well worth
the trouble.”

the ways we help the
Indian rural poor is
through microfinancing. With microfinancing, we loan just
enough funds to a
person or family to
start a small business,
but not so much that
they can’t afford to
pay it back. For more
information on how
micro-finance works,

Was it her imagination or did
that rascal look away the exact moment she glared at it?
That hole would need shoring
up, with what she did not
know, and that goat would
need watching after, but the
food they would provide over
the coming years would be
well worth the trouble.
Global Helps Network is
about helping the poorest of
the poor in India and one of

check out YouTube videos of
Grameen Bank founded by
Muhamad Yunis. Micro-finance
allows us to help them support
themselves and create a business
that provides their families with a
steady income for the long term.
This can come in the form of
providing vocational training
through carpentry or tailoring
schools or providing goats or
other farm animals.

We’ve done projects like this in
the past, and now we’re
starting again with new
micro-finance and vocational
school projects. Your
contribution makes a
difference as we launch this
new undertaking.
Please consider donating:
globalhelpsnetwork.org/
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